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Introduction 

1 . Claims 1-9,11 -1 3, and 1 5-39 of U.S. Application 1 0/085,528, originally filed on 
02/25/2002, are currently pending. 

2. This action is accompanied by a separate non-final Office Action. 

3. Applicants 1 response to this Requirement for Information must also address the 
issues raised in the accompanying non-final Office Action. 

37 C.F.R § 1.105 - Requirement for Information 

4. Applicant and the assignee of this application are required under 37 CFR 1.105 
to provide the following information that the examiner has determined is 
reasonably necessary to the examination of this application. 

5. The Examiner has located the following reference: 

■ Zarrillo, Andrew. "Autodesk Licenses Constraint Management 
Technology." Business Wire. New York. Feb. 26, 1990. Sec.1, p.1. 
("Zarrillo"). 

6. The press release teaches that Autodesk reached an agreement with D-cubed to 
license D-cubed's constraint manager, "DCM (dimensional constraint manager)." 

7. Examiner notes that the date of the news article is Feb. 26, 1990, a full 12 years 
before the filing date of the instant application. 

8. The specification of the instant application (see p.9, lines 13-21) teaches the 

following (emphasis added): 

Except for the teachings of the present invention incorporated in the pattern 
determination engine 108, the mechanical design application 100 is intended 
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to represent a broad range of CAD software known in the art, including but 
not limited to Autodesk Inventor™, available from Autodesk, Inc. of San 
Rafael, California. Additionally, as alluded to earlier, the mechanical design 
application 100 may include parametric software components to provide 
parametric functionality, such as, but not limited to, 2D Dimensional 
Constraint Manager available from D-cubed, Ltd. of Cambridge, 
England. 

9. The Applicants filed an IDS on 3/8/07 that contained a January 2002 version of 
the manual for the 2D Dimensional Constraint Manager (DCM). 

10. The 12 year gap between the date of the Zarrillo press release and the prior art 
submitted with IDS filed 3/8/07 raises the suspicion that the claimed features 
existed in the on-sale product over a year before the filing date of the instant 
application. 

11. The prior art submitted with IDS filed 3/8/07 predates the filing date of the instant 
application by only one month. While the newly submitted prior art by itself is not 
old enough to qualify as a basis for a 35 USC § 102(b) on-sale bar rejection, it 
does not refute the prima facie case of an on-sale bar rejection based on the 
Zarrillo press release. 

12. The Applicant is required to provide either : (1) a copy of a manual that 
predates the filing date of the instant application by at least one year, or (2) 
a sworn affidavit explaining why the software sold prior to the 35 USC § 
102(b) grace period would have been functionally unable to perform the 
claimed limitations. 
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Correspondence Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Ayal I. Sharon whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3714. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Thursday, and the first Friday of a bi-week, 8:30 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Paul Rodriguez can be reached at (571) 272-3753. 

Any response to this office action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300, or 

mailed to: 

USPTO 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

or hand carried to: 

USPTO 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

* 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the Tech Center 2100 Receptionist, whose 
telephone number is (571 ) 272-21 00. — , 



Ayal I. Sharon 
Art Unit 2123 
May 1 1 , 2007 




